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GENERAL INFO & OVERVIEWS

C, Data Center Map, launched in 2007, Data
Center Map collects existing data centers across
the world, including the over 4,000 located in the
US. Itis designed for industry users but is a helpful
tool for communities/community groups as well.

C, Interactive Map from Baxtel, this interactive
map lets you filter by site stages (operational,
under construction, planned, land bank, in doubt,
withdrawn, multi-state) and by company types.
Baxel provides key industry data - their audience
is industry stakeholders.

O, Texas-specific Interactive Map from The
Houston Chronicle, subscribe for free to view.

Houston Chronicle and Cleanview published a
public interactive map of existing and proposed
projects across Texas.

¢ Getting It Right: Local Approaches to Data
Center Development, Southern Environmental
Law Center (Jan 2026). “This report offers various
considerations for using zoning ordinances and
local advocacy to address the unique challenges
data centers present.”

¢ North Star Data Center Policy Toolkit: State

and Local Policy Interventions to Stop Rampant
Al Data Center Expansion, Al Now Institute (Dec

2025). “This policy toolkit is primarily geared
toward stopping, slowing, and restricting rampant
data center development in the US at the local
and state level.” It includes a swath of
recommendations ranging from state
transparency laws to ratepayer protections to
several water-related local interventions,
including:

e defining large-quantity water users,
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e establishing application process for
large-quantity water users,

e require comprehensive accounting of
projected water usage, and

e require comprehensive accounting of
projected water sources.

/'Data Centers Issue Brief, National Caucus of
Environmental Legislatures (April 2025). This brief
includes state-level legislative examples related
to: data center transparency, ratepayer protection,
demand side solutions, and clean energy
requirements. NCEL has a suite of other data
center related updates & reports.

7 Al is Draining Water from Areas that Need It
Most, Bloomberg Technology + Green (May 2025).

This reporting includes dynamic mapping
visualizations to demonstrate water use by Al data
centers. Requires an account to view the full
resource.

7 A Finite Resource: Managing the Growing
Water Needs of Data Centers, Critical Minerals
Mining, and Agriculture in the Great Lakes
Region, Alliance for the Great Lakes (Aug 2025).
This report focuses on three major water-using
industries, including data centers, projected
impacts on the Great Lakes region and state-level
and regional policy recommendations.
Solutions include:

“1. Conducting regional demand studies as part of
ongoing conservation programs.

2. Incorporating public transparency measures,
including disclosure, water use reporting
requirements, and reevaluating tax incentive
structures.

3. Expanding existing water use registration and
consumptive use permitting requirements.
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https://www.datacentermap.com/
https://baxtel.com/map
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/projects/2026/tx-data-centers-map/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/projects/2026/tx-data-centers-map/
https://www.selc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/SELC-Data-Center-Development-Report-All-0126_F.pdf
https://www.selc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/SELC-Data-Center-Development-Report-All-0126_F.pdf
https://ainowinstitute.org/publications/data-center-policy-guide
https://ainowinstitute.org/publications/data-center-policy-guide
https://ainowinstitute.org/publications/data-center-policy-guide
https://www.ncelenviro.org/resources/data-centers-issue-brief/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2025-ai-impacts-data-centers-water-data/
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2025-ai-impacts-data-centers-water-data/
https://greatlakes.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/AGL_WaterUse_Report_Aug2025_Final.pdf
https://greatlakes.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/AGL_WaterUse_Report_Aug2025_Final.pdf
https://greatlakes.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/AGL_WaterUse_Report_Aug2025_Final.pdf
https://greatlakes.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/AGL_WaterUse_Report_Aug2025_Final.pdf
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4. Funding groundwater mapping and revising
state groundwater laws to address existing gaps.
5. Setting energy and water conservation and
efficiency standards.” ' See AGL’s Regional
Playbook for Managing Data Center Impacts for

more.

7 Thirsty for power and water, Al-crunching
data centers sprout across the West, Stanford
University (April 2025). “With promises of jobs and
hopes for tax breaks, server farms are reshaping
local grids, plumbing, and politics. Are they a
boon for communities, or a burden?” This
reporting provides specific examples of
economic and environmental impacts of data
centers across the American West. -~ Helpful
graphics too.

How much water use and pollution do data centers cause? Location matters.

power them. Water
ity to the grid (thus it does not include
power plant supplying

water used to cool

WATER CONSUMPTION INTENSITY (LITERS/KILOWATT HOUR) GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS INTENSITY (KG/KILOWATT HOUR)

‘Source: 2024 United States Data Center Energy Usage Report, Lawrence Berkeley Netional Laboratory &the West

7/ Small Bottle, Big Pipe: Quantifying and
Addressing the Im fD nters on
Public Water Systems, Han, Y,, Li, P., Wierman, A,
& Ren, S. (March 2026). This academic research
paper delves into direct water withdrawal of US
data centers for cooling, noting the impacts on
communities hosting data centers under different
scenarios, with a particular focus on daily high
peaking factors for water systems. Their overview
of US data centers and water use (pg 5) provides a
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strong baseline for understanding data center
water use.

/' Data Drain: The Land and Water Impacts of
the Al Boom, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy (Oct

2025). This in-depth overview of land and water
impacts of data centers reminds us that “all water
is local” and where data centers are sited have
concrete, local infrastructure and natural resource
implications.

°. Data Center Laws and Regulations, We Build
Progress (routinely updated). This legislative

tracker includes local, state, and federal
legislative actions. It includes a form to submit
additional policies and regulations.

. State Policy Toolkits for Data Center
Regulation: Water Impacts/Data Center
Regulation Bills Tracker, Climate XChange (April
2026). This 16-page toolkit covers four state-level
strategies related to data center water impacts.

1) “Setting specific, concrete requirements and
standards for water use by data centers

2) Setting general guardrails for water use and
impact assessments

3) Requiring disclosure and analysis of water
impacts

4) Establishing funding for water conservation and
efficiency, and protection.”

Scroll down the page to see the tracker that
includes bills at the state level related to data
center regulation, including their status, issue
area, policy mechanism, and summary. Tip: Click
“hide map” at the top if you can’t see the
searchable dataset below it.

7 Quinnipiac University Polls: The Age Of

Artificial Intelligence: Americans' Al Use
Increases While Views On It Sour, An increasing

number of Americans see more harm than good
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https://greatlakes.org/2026/03/data-center-playbook/
https://greatlakes.org/2026/03/data-center-playbook/
https://andthewest.stanford.edu/2025/thirsty-for-power-and-water-ai-crunching-data-centers-sprout-across-the-west/
https://andthewest.stanford.edu/2025/thirsty-for-power-and-water-ai-crunching-data-centers-sprout-across-the-west/
https://andthewest.stanford.edu/2025/thirsty-for-power-and-water-ai-crunching-data-centers-sprout-across-the-west/
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2603.02705
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2603.02705
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2603.02705
https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/land-lines-magazine/articles/land-water-impacts-data-centers/
https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/land-lines-magazine/articles/land-water-impacts-data-centers/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17Ol66fOIMktqwVyQuA4uLfZ4LKZsQQnwv54kjDi4C6w/edit?gid=538334972#gid=538334972
https://climate-xchange.org/resources-for-regulating-data-centers/water-impacts/
https://climate-xchange.org/resources-for-regulating-data-centers/water-impacts/
https://climate-xchange.org/resources-for-regulating-data-centers/water-impacts/
https://poll.qu.edu/poll-release?releaseid=3955
https://poll.qu.edu/poll-release?releaseid=3955
https://poll.qu.edu/poll-release?releaseid=3955
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when it comes to Al's impact on their daily lives
and education and they are divided about its
impact on health care. Trust in Al remains low. A
slight majority say the pace of Al's development is
faster than they expected and there is more
concern than excitement about Al. Those concerns
are apparent in views related to Al's use in the
workforce, politics, the military, and Al data
centers.

STATE SPECIFIC REPORTS,
RESEARCH, & RECOMMENDATIONS

/ Thirsty Data and the Lone Star State: The
Impact of Data Center Growth on Texas’ Water
Supply, Houston Advanced Research Center
(HARC) (Jan 2026). This white paper delves into
data center water and electricity use in Texas and
puts forward recommendations for state and
local leaders.

7/ Research Brief: Identifying Priority States for
Data Center Regulation, Climate Xchange (Feb
2026). This report identifies and analyses the
states most susceptible to data center impacts
related to “relating to greenhouse gas emissions;
the security, stability, and affordability of energy
systems; water stress; and state budgets and
employment.” There is a section on water security,
highlighting states vulnerable to water stress.
Three standout states that are in the top 15 states
for data center buildout facing water stress
concerns include Arizona, lowa, and Texas.
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. Al-Data Centers: Legislative Model to
Promote Transparency and Environmental

Protections, Center for Water Policy at University

of Wisconsin Milwaukee (March 2026). This
“legislative model is designed for states that are
examining the suitability of their regulations given
the increasing demands on water and electricity.”
The modelincludes 5 goals:

1. Improve Comprehensive Planning

2. Increase Transparency and Public Disclosure 3.
Protect Ratepayers from Bearing Increased Utility
Costs

4., Establish Energy and Water Efficiency
Prerequisites for Al-Data Centers as Conditions
for Permit Approval or Eligibility for Tax
Exemptions

5. Increase Funding for Water Management and
Conservation.”

¢ What Michigan Local Governments Should
Know About Data Centers, University of Michigan
for EmPowering Communities (Feb 2026). This
guide was designed to “provide Michigan local
government officials and planners, particularly
those with zoning authority, with the information
they need to effectively participate in data center
siting conversations. Focused on local-level
considerations, the guide aims to inform on both
positive and negative impacts.”
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https://harcresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Thirsty-Data-Water-Use-and-The-Projected-Data-Center-Boom-in-Texas.pdf
https://harcresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Thirsty-Data-Water-Use-and-The-Projected-Data-Center-Boom-in-Texas.pdf
https://harcresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Thirsty-Data-Water-Use-and-The-Projected-Data-Center-Boom-in-Texas.pdf
https://climate-xchange.org/2026/02/research-brief-identifying-priority-states-for-data-center-regulation/
https://climate-xchange.org/2026/02/research-brief-identifying-priority-states-for-data-center-regulation/
https://climate-xchange.org/2026/02/research-brief-identifying-priority-states-for-data-center-regulation/
https://uwm.edu/centerforwaterpolicy/center-for-water-policy-releases-ai-data-centers-legislative-model-to-promote-transparency-and-environmental-protections/
https://uwm.edu/centerforwaterpolicy/center-for-water-policy-releases-ai-data-centers-legislative-model-to-promote-transparency-and-environmental-protections/
https://uwm.edu/centerforwaterpolicy/center-for-water-policy-releases-ai-data-centers-legislative-model-to-promote-transparency-and-environmental-protections/
https://graham.umich.edu/product/michigan-data-centers-guide
https://graham.umich.edu/product/michigan-data-centers-guide
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¢ Community Guide to Challenging Data
Centers in Illinois, Prairie Rivers Network (2026).

A printable action checklist “designed for
residents, neighborhood groups, and local leaders
who are concerned about a proposed data center
and want to ask informed questions, slow the
process down, or challenge the project outright.”
Quick start: “If time or capacity is limited, focus
here first:

1. Ask what local approvals are required and when
votes will happen

2. File FOIA requests for water use, utility
agreements, and developer communications

3. Get organized before approvals are granted.”

DATA CENTERS + WATER NEWS

‘The Precedent Is Flint’: How Oregon’s Data
Center Boom Is Supercharging a Water Crisis,

Sean Patrick Cooper, Rolling Stone (Nov 2025).
This investigative article delves into rural eastern
Oregon’s drinking water contamination as a
result of Amazon Web Service’s hyperscale data
centers’ use of an aquifer that contains nitrate - as
a result of historically massive inputs of fertilizer.
The evaporative cooling that occurs concentrates
the nitrate which goes to the wastewater
treatment plant and eventually applied to the
land, running into the basin and exacerbating
pollution exposure for residents.

Microsoft to Stop Using NDAs with Local

Governments for Data Center Development, Joe

Schulz, Wisconsin Public Radio (March 2026). A
news article describing Microsoft’s announcement
that they will no longer use nondisclosure
agreements (NDAs) with local governments with
regards to developing data centers, though they
will for land acquisitions.

As Al Investors Eye Montana for New Data
Centers, Communities Brace for Water Impacts,

Montana Free Press (Feb 2026). A news article
exploring Montana’s potential water usage
implications as data center developers enter into
agreements with municipalities and utilities. For
those in the West, it includes an example of a
company aiming to use an existing water right,
which may be of interest.

Can You Build Data Centers in a Desert
Without Draining the Water Supply? Utah is
Finding Out. Leia Larsen & Addy Baird, Grist (Jan
2026). This article explores the tension between
Utah’s goals to conserve water and bring in
economic growth fueled by data center
development. A bill introduced in the state house
“would require data centers to report their water
use to the state, and that information would then
be aggregated and released publicly without
identifying individual facilities.” Salt Lake City has
barred all types of industries from using more
than 200,000 gallons of water a day. The article
features several perspectives from different data
center owners, operators, government officials,
and advocacy and research groups.

Reach out to Erin (ekanzig@rivernetwork.org) if you have
additional resources you’d like to share with the network or
Kristine (oblockk@nwf.org) if you want to join the Clean Water
for All Data Center Workgroup.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/14hhnyOR5jJ6RSC9s8RoQ3-6bOVJ-DSrX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14hhnyOR5jJ6RSC9s8RoQ3-6bOVJ-DSrX/view
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/data-center-water-pollution-amazon-oregon-1235466613/
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/data-center-water-pollution-amazon-oregon-1235466613/
https://www.wpr.org/news/microsoft-to-stop-using-ndas-with-local-governments-for-data-center-development
https://www.wpr.org/news/microsoft-to-stop-using-ndas-with-local-governments-for-data-center-development
https://montanafreepress.org/2026/02/12/as-ai-investors-eye-montana-for-new-data-centers-communities-brace-for-water-impacts/
https://montanafreepress.org/2026/02/12/as-ai-investors-eye-montana-for-new-data-centers-communities-brace-for-water-impacts/
https://grist.org/technology/utah-data-center-water-supply-meta-novva/
https://grist.org/technology/utah-data-center-water-supply-meta-novva/
https://grist.org/technology/utah-data-center-water-supply-meta-novva/
mailto:ekanzig@rivernetwork.org
mailto:oblockk@nwf.org
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